
 
+ August 11, 2020 

 
 

Dear Fathers, Deacons, and Parish Coordinators, 
  
In addition to the content that was shared in the webinars last week, I wanted to add two 
important pieces of information that emphasize the value and effectiveness of maintaining our 
safety practices.  The attached document highlights four cases in the Archdiocese of Seattle that 
occurred in July.  It shows how we are effectively reducing the risk of COVID-19 from coming 
onto our campuses and into our churches.  In cases where people with COVID-19 have entered 
our campuses, these case studies show how we are mitigating its spread by eliminating close 
contact (defined as 10 consecutive minutes within six feet while unmasked).   
  
I encourage you to compare these local case studies with this article:  
https://www.twincities.com/2020/08/06/mn-30-people-believed-to-be-infected-with-covid-19-
from-funeral-family-left-sick-and-heartbroken/  
  
You may find this article helpful in your ministry with such families.  It tells the story of what 
went wrong following a Funeral Mass at a Catholic Church last month.  Despite all of the 
guidelines implemented in the Mass, people let their guard down at the reception afterwards and 
30 people were infected. This article demonstrates the importance of communicating safety 
precautions with families during emotionally charged events (weddings and funerals). For those 
of you who may have missed it, the latest guidance for weddings and funerals caps attendance at 
30 people.  
 
By doing our part to prevent the spread of this virus, I hope we can care for one another's health 
and avoid another lockdown in our community.  I also hope that we will be able to continue the 
celebration of public Masses inside our churches.   
  
Thank you for your vigilance in maintaining the safety practices of wearing a mask, keeping 
distance, shortening time together and bringing fresh air into our spaces throughout the entire 
time we gather.  Keep up these great efforts!  They are working! 

 
Thank you for your diligence in these matters.  

With every best wish and an assurance of prayer, I remain, 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 
   Most Rev. Daniel H. Mueggenborg  
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